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Inequality, Gentrification, & the Right to the City

Gilda Haas is the Executive Director of Strategic
Actions for a Just Economy (SAJE: wwiwsaje.net)
i% an economic justics, community develop-
ment, and popular education center that has
been in Los Angeles since 1996 The following
Sxcarat is from her remarks at ColoeLines
Magazine's racial justice organizing confersnce,
Facing Race 2008, held in Oakland, CA in
Mavemer 2008,

or the past ten years SAJE has

been working to build urban

land reform. We work in a part

of Los Angeles chat is large by
organizer standards, but tiny with re-
spect ta the global narure of its prob-
lems, Our turf is South Central Los
Angeles, or more specifically, the
neighborhoods that are south of
downtown and surround the Staples
Center and the University of Southern
Califarnia (USC),

The area known as South Centeal has
recently been colonized by capieal (or those
hoping 10 artract capital), and in the spirit
of all good colonizers, they have renamed it
as (depending on whom you ask) the
Figueroa Corridor, University Park, South
Park, or “South Los Angeles” — as though
removing the word "Cenrral® could erase
the pain and conflict of the Wares Riots, the
1992 rebellions, and the curren struggles
over contested terrain,

Two hundred thousand people live in
the ten- or eleven-square mile arca we now
cill the Figueroa Corridor. Once entirely
occupied by working class people of color,
this area has gradually and uncomfortably
begun w accommeodare both economic
poles of one of the most unequal cities in
the nation, pushing out the low end to make
room for the high. For the present time,
bath exteemes coexise,

A New Common Sense

Change has been rapid — property val-
ves have quadrupled in the last five years,
And to my enormous frustcation, the

change has produced a new commaon sense.
Ten years ago, poor folks here were sur-
rounded by peaple who looked like them-
schves. Their homes looked like cheir neigh-
bors” homes. These people and buildings
are still here, bur now thar they are adjacem
t 2 7,000-seat live theater, a stadium, and
loft dwellings, the pervasive common sense
by the new person on the sireer is that its
those poor people and their homes thac have
gottogo. Fheydont belong. Fhey domi a
in.

Part of common sense is produced b
what you can see with your eves and part of
common sense is the consciousness with
which you see it. If you cannot see ar know
the injuries that moved that building fom
norm w anomaly, you cannol imagine a
need for reconciliation and reparations,

In order to derermine what is fir and
whar is right in the economy, you need to
witness and know and believe that human
decisions were made in the face of — or in
the service of — injustice. This is imporrant
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because onee vou know this, onceyou know
that it wasn'T “the marker,” that it waseT 2
“natural cycle,” dhat i wasn inevitable. then
vou can believe in change, You can wimess
and know and believe that other human
dedisions can make it right, take it back, and
produce jusrice.

Homegrown Organizing

Coecilia Nunes was bor in the Figneroa
Corridor. When she was a child she lived
across the sereet from whene SAJE is locared
now, in 2 sweet linde duplex which no lon-
ger exists, When she walked to school, she
warched the houses in her neighborhood,
nice houses she thought, get tom down and
replaced by brick and concrere wardhouses
and factories thar housed low-wage jobs.
Finally, adding insult to injury the schoal
districe chreatened o take her neighborhood
by eminent domain ro build a new school,

Crcilia couldn’ sec the mcial expulsive
aoning, that replaced residential land uses
with industrial ones, a practice common in



wnrkiug class communities of color around
the country in the sicries and seventies. Bur
she Lnew it was wrong, With quict derer-
mination she staved in her neighborhood.

She became a legal svcretary, managed
to transcend redlining and gender discrim-
ination, and beught o house —— althaugh
she did have mo pay interest rares of 16%
or 17%,

She was there when a redevelopment
agency, to accommardate USCs expansion,
took nearby stores and homes by eminent
demain, rore them down, and left the rub-
ble in place for four vears.

She was there when USC held com-
ity meetings about a commercial de-
velopmentwhich it promised would bring
200 jobs w che cormmunity, and she was
there ta see the proposed site usad instead
as a university purking loc for the next 13
years and finally used as the location for
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Los Angeles, CA, 2005. In the winter of
2004/2005, the owners of the Morrison
Hotel turned off the heat and laft the
tenants without hot water, Community
members brought the city attorney's of-
fice and the media down to the building

to get the heat turned back on, rioro:
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the UISC Galen Sports Arena.

Thewhole rime she watched, she ralked
to neighbars, derermined to take her neigh-
berhiond hacle.

Clecilia organized her neighbors into
Meighbors lor an Improved Comimuniny.
They joined the Figueroa Coridor Coali-
tion for Economic Justice. We are placing
1200 people i jobs this year chrough an
agreement negoriated by that coaliion swith
developers o target emplovment opportu-
nitics o arex residents. Ceciliz 15 on the
Board of the Figuersa Carridor Commu-
nity Land Trust. which gor 2 school buile
natan land eecupied by residents and busi-
nesses, bur on the site of an zhandoned
dairy: Cecilia Nufiez is only anc of many
grasstoots urban planners who are mking
back the land, the pla.ns. the ideas of who
and what the ity is for. She is at the edge
at history, and so are we.
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A Right to the City

Wiz are building a movernenr far urban
land reform. We are demanding 2 righe
the ciry, along with our brothers and sisters
across the country, as part of 2 coaliton of
base-basilling organizations rogether with
allies (wwow righrrothecinrarg).

Specifically, we are warking o crimi-
nalize slumlords; 1o expand renants’ rights;
and o make sure thae development im-
prowes the lives of the people wha live in
the neighborhood,

And ﬁuﬂli}: W are Wm]-;'mg to yive the
people more conerol aver land. 1 our ares,
W aAle r;!king that to che strees in THIT 1=
bile planning lab — our decked our pop-
up trailer, so we can have instant demo-
cratic planning inany neighborhood in the
Figueron Corridor. Warch our fior is— ane
of these days we are going o rall on up w
YO STreet, &

and Congressional advocacy.
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SECURITY WITHOUT EMPIRE:
A NATIONAL ORGANIZING CONFERENCE
ON FOREIGN MILITARY BASES

February 27-March 2, 2009
American University, Washington DC

From Okinawa and Guam to Honduras, Germany, and lrag, people who have
suffered from the abuses inherent to foreign military bases have been calling for
their withdrawal. People in the US have joined this call, outragad by the damage
done by US bases abroad and by their expense, which diverts $138 billion a year
from addressing human needs and revitalizing our economy, Representatives of
13 arganizations have come together to organize a national conference on the
clasing and withdrawal of military bases.

This interactive conference will feature workshops, presentations by interna-
tional and local activists, planning far action, lobby skills session, a Pentagan vigil,

Speakers include: Walden Bello (Philippines), Jana Glivicka [Czech Republic),
Raed Jarrar {Irag), Ko Yu Kyaung (Korea), Wafula Okumi (South Africa), Suzuyo
Takazato (Qkinaway, Cynthia Enloe (LIS — Clark University), Bruce Gagnon (US —
Global Network AgainstWeaponsin Space], John Lindsay-Poland [US — Fellows hip
of Reconciliation), Zia Mian (US — Princeton University), & Ann Wright (US — dip-

Organized by: The National Project on US Military Rases (www.projectanmilita-

To register and learn more: werweprojectonmilitarybases.org; ggald@afsc.org;




